Fall 2018

Quarterly
News
prospect-heights.il.us

Home Rule Referendum on
November 6th Ballot

The City of Prospect Heights will hold a home rule referendum
vote on November 6th. Voters can go to their polling places to determine this issue. The Illinois Constitution automatically makes
any municipality which has a population of more than 25,000 a
home rule unit of government, or the municipal voters may elect
the referendum to become a home rule unit of government. Over
80% of Illinois’ 12.9 million citizens live in home rule communities. Of those communities, 55% attained home rule by voter
approval of a referendum. Presently, over 200 Illinois communities are home rule municipalities. Below is information about the
home rule issue from Policy Profiles, a publication of the Center
for Governmental Studies, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL.

“An issue that has most frequently confronted voters in Illinois
cities and villages in the last half century has been the desirability of local government home rule. Debates over the desirability
of such decentralization of governing power to individual Illinois
municipal governments have been on-going for nearly a century.
This Policy Profile examines the home rule issue with information
gathered in a national study of the consequences of local government home rule.
What is home rule?
Simply stated, home rule is a legal system for defining the powers
which local government may exercise. Local governments have
no inherent powers; their ability to take any action at all is dependent on a grant of power from the state in which they are located.
Traditionally, local governments may exercise only the powers
explicitly given them by state statute. Home rule gives an individual local government – a county, city, or village – the authority
to determine for itself what powers it may exercise, subject, of
course, to specified constitutional and statutory limitations.
Home rule, thus, is a system under which individual local governments are given a broad scope of authority to determine what

powers they need, and what revenue sources they can tap, to provide
the services demanded by their residents. The scope of the powers
they may exercise, and the limitations to which they are subject, varies widely from state to state.
What are the arguments in favor of home rule?
Home rule is designed to give local voters, and the local officials they
elect, more authority and control over the operation of their local government. It does this by freeing local governments from total dependence on the state legislature for the powers and authority needed
to finance and provide public services to local communities. In short,
home rule transfers power from state legislatures to city, village, and
county governing boards, and to the voters who elect officials to
those governing boards. The basic arguments favoring such a transfer of power are summarized in Table 1 (Shown on page 3).
What are the arguments against home rule?
Local opponents of home rule base most of their opposition to home
rule powers on the fear that locally elected officials will abuse those
powers, and especially the power to levy taxes. Other concerns
sometimes voiced by students of government, but rarely mentioned
during local campaigns for the adoption or removal of home rule powers, are listed in Table 2” (Shown on page 3).
(Article continiues on Page 3)
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The Falling Leaves Drift by the Window,
The Autumn Leaves of Red and Gold

As the leaves fall and the weather turns from cool to cold, I presume that our two Bald Eagles
too will leave our slough and
lake to head for hunting grounds
in warmer areas. Since small
prey like fish and ground animals
are their main meals, open water areas and low prairie lands
will meet their needs. While the
eagles fed on our bounty during
spring and summer areas so did
many small and large business
opportunities that make our city
a very desirable place to settle down during all seasons.

We have made great progress in opening both small and large
successful ventures. At Prospect Crossing Shopping Center
– across from Hersey High School – Tony’s Fresh Foods leads
the way serving our area with unbelievably great produce,
meats and grocery items at affordable prices from their huge
87,000 square foot state of the art location. In addition, at the
shopping center, “Sweet & Savory Crepes” recently opened
a small family run place. Señor Pollo’s, a restaurant featuring
grill-fired Mexican food, and the 20,000 square foot Ambiance Furniture store, located next door to the House of Music
and Entertainment all found their way to our city. The Atlantis
Banquet Hall facilities under new ownership can accommodate 650 people for weddings and other celebrations.

Both the Hilton Hotel and the Crowne Plaza have upgraded all their facilities especially in the common areas. Rocky
Vanders (newly named Rocky’s American Grill) and their sister restaurant the Union Ale House have done the same. The
Final phase of our street repair replacement program will be
completed by December.
Much of Prospect Heights’ officials’ attention in the future,
however, will focus on the redevelopment of the area around
the intersection of Elmhurst Road and Camp McDonald Road,
where most of the City’s public services are centered.
“Start a business, get a job, buy a home, bring your family for
the schools and the space and enjoy the fruits of your decision to come to Prospect Heights and meet with me and our
staff. We will make it happen for you!”

Notice For Potential
Candidates
Positions Available for the
April 2, 2018 Elections:
• Mayor
• Alderman Ward 1
• Alderman Ward 2
• Alderman Ward 3
• Alderman Ward 4
• Alderman Ward 5
• City Treasurer
• City Clerk

Not that long-ago Prospect Crossings was only 62% occupied when Dominick’s and then Ultra Foods closed their
doors. With all this new business being added it is now 92%
occupied.
Thornton’s Gas station at Rand and Thomas finally was able
to obtain their zoning and various business licenses and has
cleared the land for construction to begin in April of next year.
Aldi’s will be upgrading and adding more sales space about
the same time to better serve their customers.
On Milwaukee Road on our east side, the Ramada Inn with
140 new rooms and beautiful common areas and the Tap
House Grill opened offering great beer and food selections.
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Please go to www.CookCountyClerk.com for more
information, including a State of Illinois candidate
guide. The City is not allowed to distribute or assist
potential candidates in procuring documentation or
giving election advice.
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Home Rule Referendum (Continued)
Table 1 - Arguments Made in Favor of Home Rule

Table 2 - Arguments Made Against Home Rule Powers

Local government officials and reformers who support home rule
argue that local government officials are better able to:

Persons who favor retaining state legislative authority over the powers and functions of all local governments argue that, with home
rule powers, local officials will:

Assess local needs and develop solutions to local problems than
are officials elected from all over the state.

Act in an arbitrary and capricious manner by favoring political
friends when making policy and budgetary decisions.

Find the best solutions to local problems because they have more
familiarity with such problems and with local residents’ preferences
for how to solve them.

Make it more difficult for state government to address regional
problems.

Promote and protect the interests of local residents.

Be deprived of the economies of scale made possible by centralized control and by the superior expertise and technical resources
available to state government.

Experiment with alternative solutions to local problems.

Other concerns include that home rule will:

Promote civic education by encouraging local citizens to study
issues before decisions are made.

Lead to a lack of uniformity with regard to services, structures, and
actions taken by local governments, causing inequities between
and within communities.

Allocate scarce local resources to the highest priority needs of each
community.

Result in some local governments with fewer resources being unable to solve their own problems because of such income inequalities.

In addition, locally elected officials can be more easily held democratically accountable by local voters for the way in which they
manage local affairs.

Make it more difficult for state government to address regional
problems.
(Policy Profiles, Vol. 10, No. 1 February 2011)

All Prospect Heights residents are invited to attend Town Hall meetings about Home Rule on:
Wednesday, October 24th, 2018 at 6:30pm
Prospect Heights City Hall • 8 N. Elmhurst Road
Tuesday, October 30th, 2018 at 6:30pm
Gary Morava Recreational Center, 110 W. Camp McDonald Road

The town hall meetings will be moderated by the Northwest Suburban League
of Women Voters local chapter and a discussion will follow.
General Topics for Presentation and Discussion
• Why did the City Council approve a referendum for home rule?
• What are the changes that can come with home rule?
• The arguments for and against home rule power for local governments.
• Current budget limitations on certain significant projects.

The Home Rule Referendum Will be on the November 6th Ballot
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2018 Street Paving Program
The 2018 Street Paving Program is underway with several
streets scheduled for asphalt resurfacing. The City Council
awarded a competitive bid to Builders Paving, not to exceed
$1,459,459.

Streets scheduled for work this season are:

Etowah Avenue, from Minnaqua Drive to Willow Road
Tomah Avenue, from Cul-de-sac to Willow road
Nawata Place, from Cul-de-sac to Etowah Avenue
Minnaqua Drive, from Tomah Avenue to Schoenbeck
Kewaunee Court, from Minnaqua to terminus
East Circle Avenue, from Olive Avenue to Willow Road
Maple Lane, From Camp McDonald Road to Marberry Drive
Hillside Avenue, from Elmhurst Road to Willow Road
Olive Avenue, from Prospect to Elm Street
Edward Road, from Wolf Road to terminus
Edward Cul-de-sac, from Edward Road to terminus
Apple Drive, portion near Milwaukee Avenue intersection
Winkleman Road, Milwaukee Avenue to City limit
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Streets are primarily from the City’s 2017 Pavement Assessment Report, with some adjustments made to provide for
area scale economies. The Pavement Assessment Report
is intended to help the City budget the necessary funds to
preserve the existing roadway network in a logical order, thus
minimizing the necessity of much costlier full depth reconstruction. Streets are evaluated and assigned a pavement
condition rating, which is then utilized in the selection of
streets for repaving. Pavement condition rating evaluates and
scores the extent of asphalt pavement surface distress, such
as surface deformation (rutting and corrugations), surface defects, cracking and separation, and patches and potholes.
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Halloween Safety Tips

Halloween is on Wednesday, October 31st. Hours that children
may go Trick or Treating door-to-door in Prospect Heights are
from 3 PM – 7 PM. Children under 12 years old may also come
to City Hall between Noon and 5 PM on that day to receive
some candy at the Front Desk.
KEEP IN MIND:
•C
 ostumes should be highly visible – decorate costumes and treat
bags with reflective tape and carry a glow stick and/or flashlight
•M
 ake certain that costumes are fitted so that the child will not trip
•C
 ostumes should be flame-resistant
•M
 asks should not block vision. Only use hypoallergenic makeup.
•S
 words, knives and similar weapons should be made of a softer
material
• Wear a watch and carry a cellphone (if you have them)
TRICK OR TREATING – Stay in neighborhoods where you
know the neighbors, ONLY visit homes with lights on, make
certain your family knows your entire route, NEVER enter the
homes where you are trick or treating without permission from
a parent/guardian, and trick or treat in groups.
It is always preferable that parents or guardians accompany
children!

CALL 9-1-1 TO REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY.
CANDY AND TREATS –
• Have parents/guardians check all treats that are brought home
• Children should not eat items that were not unopened and
store-bought.
• Throw away candy with torn or ripped wrappers or candy that
has no wrapper.

Plastic Bags and
Film Wrap

Plastic bags and film wrap can be recycled, but not in
curbside recycling programs! Bags and film wrap are
considered “contamination” at a Materials Recovery
Facility where recyclables are processed, because they
get tangled in the equipment.
So, what exactly is plastic film wrap and how do you
recycle it? Plastic film – also known as plastic film
packaging – is soft, flexible polyethylene (PE) packaging such as grocery, bread, zip-top and dry cleaning bags. It is also the clear plastic wrap around many
paper products including paper plates, napkins, bathroom tissue, diapers, and more.
Be sure to completely empty plastic bags and make
sure film wrap is clean and dry. Then stuff into one
bag, tie it closed and take to your nearest participating grocery or retail store. There are more than
18,000 locations across the U.S. and Canada! To
learn more about plastic bags and film, including which
types you can recycle and where to recycle them, visit
plasticfilmrecycling.org.

Have a

Fang-tastic
Halloween

ABm
prospect-heights.il.us
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Elected Official’s Corner
City Treasurer – Rich Tibbits
As we approach election season we all get bombarded by phone calls, advertising by mail, email and video messages on
our TVs, computers, and phones. It’s too much! But Prospect Heights’ voters have a very important referendum question
to answer on the November ballot having to do with Home Rule. The history of the City Council asking voters to consider
this change for our government has taken place four times. The first was in 1988. Then again in 2004, 2008, and 2012.
Each time was by a different group of elected officials, but for the same reasons. Home Rule powers authorize the City
Council to use additional tools to help address local issues. The city will host two town hall meetings to explain more
about how Home Rule works and to answer questions. A section of material is also posted on the city website for those
wanting to learn more about it.

City Clerk – Wendy Morgan‐Adams
City Clerk has been working on many committees in addition to regular duties and obligations. In the Strategic Directions
Committee, we are still pursuing our plans for a City Town Center, and our recommendations for roadwork and repair as well
as flooding and drainage issues has resulted in approval of council for engineering studies for drainage and flooding and
commencement of roadwork and sidewalk projects. With the Northwest Municipal Legislative Committee, we are reviewing
issues and legislation to lobby for in Springfield which will benefit our city. With the Chamber, we had a great Taste of Town
event with many more events to come. We are also working to educate the residents regarding the upcoming referendum
for Home Rule with our upcoming Town Hall meetings to enable our residents to be able to make an informed decision and
vote on November 6, 2018 at the polls.
Please contact me at (847)259-5700 or email me at wmorgan-adams@prospect-heights.org.

1st Ward Alderman – Lora Messer

Greetings from Ward 1! I have been continuing to work with the Building and Development Director and legal counsel for the
city regarding improvements to Plaza Drive. The City of Prospect Heights will be taking over ownership of this road so that
repairs can be made; we hope to have all necessary paperwork completed by the end of the calendar year, with construction
to start in the Spring of 2019. The city continuously works with others as much as possible to make Prospect Heights a great
community for all. If you hear anything about the city and/or actions that are being taken, and you are not sure if what you are
hearing is true or if you have all of the details, please feel free to contact me at lmesser@prospect-heights.org or (847) 3986070 Ext. 233; any questions, concerns or suggestions are welcome.

2nd Ward Alderman – Lawrence Rosenthal

Some of the activities I reported on in the June newsletter continued into this next reporting period. Among these was the street and
curb repairs scheduled for Rob Roy began in late September and depending on the weather should conclude later this year. I received
a report of vandalism of the AT&T cable box on Euclid. I contacted our Superintendent of Public Works who worked with AT&T to
remedy the matter.

The McDonald Creek commission made a report to the Council. It included a series of recommendations that were accepted. The
Commission will work in partnership with the Natural Resources Commission to develop educational programs on conservation of the
Creek. It will be prepared for property owners whose homes border the Creek. The Commission will also reach out to other entities
such as the Park District to work on co-operative education efforts on behalf of the Creek.
The Strategic Directions Committee (SDC) concluded its work on conceptual planning for redevelopment of the City Center. Among its recommendations was the creation of a residents-based committee to carry the conceptual plan forward for implementation. One of the key recommendations
of the SDC and the independent professional City Planner who worked with the SDC was that the City should become an owner of real estate. The
Council approved creation of the Committee.
For the November election, residents will see a referendum question on the ballot regarding the granting of Home Rule powers to Prospect Heights to
assist in the administration of the City. There are several informational sources on the internet and upcoming town hall meetings. I encourage residents
to learn about the initiative so that they can make an informed decision.
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3rd Ward Alderman – Scott Williamson

4th Ward Alderman – Patrick Ludvigsen

Greetings from the 3rd Ward. I hope that you
enjoyed your summer and made the most of it.
We did it! After 14 years we recently sold the property at 25 Piper Lane, more commonly known as
the “Arena Property”. This property has been sold
to a commercial developer planning to construct a
130,000 ft3 warehouse facility that will improve the
entire parcel. Listening to the neighboring communities while also considering the impact to the City, I
chose what I felt was in the best interest of the City.
The selling price is significantly lower than another
offer that we received, but the long term benefits to
both the City and the Community as a whole far outweigh the higher initial offer from the other bidders.
In addition to satisfying the residents surrounding
the property, the deal chosen will net more than
$4,000,000.00 in tax revenue over the next 20 years.
This is very exciting and we are hoping that this development will be a catalyst for future developments
in Prospect Heights.
We are also working hard to make drainage improvements throughout the City. A large project on Willow
Road between Elmhurst and Wheeling Roads is well
into the engineering phase while two (2) other large
projects are now in the planning stage. The people
have spoken and the City has listened.
This is your city, so if you have any ideas or con-

Greetings from the 4th Ward! I wanted to update
everyone on what the council is doing in preparation of the closing on the sale of the property on our east side. At our 10/08/18 workshop
meeting we will be approving a couple of very
important resolutions. The outcome of the approval of these resolutions will insure that the
proceeds from the land sale and the accumulated remaining TIF funds will be transferred
to our Capital Program fund. This will see approximately $4 million dollars be ear marked
for drainage improvements once the closing is
completed. We have already contracted with
our engineering firm to do the design work necessary to finally drain the Arlington Countryside
neighborhood during large rain events. The
drain will be sized so that other neighborhoods
west of Schoenbeck road will be able to be
connected in the near future. This is a big deal
that has taken far too long to accomplish. The
money from the sale of the property is making
this possible. This is hopefully the beginning of
some major drainage improvements that will be
done over the next few years.
If you have any questions or comments, please
contact me at pludvigsen@prospect-heights.
org or 847-398-6070 ext. 229.

cerns please feel free to contact me @ swilliamson@
prospect-heights.org or 847.398.6070 ext. 228.

5th Ward Alderman – Matthew Dolick

Greetings from the 5th Ward. As many of you
have heard, the sale of the Piper Lane property has been awarded to Conner Commercial. The City is working to make sure that
the bulk of the proceeds from this sale will
go specifically towards flooding and drainage
issues. This will be a great relief to many of
our residents.
As a reminder, with school back is session,
please be sure to watch out for children in the
morning as you leave for work.
If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me at mdolick@
prospect-heights.org, or call me at: 847-3986070 ext. 230.
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Prospect Heights Recycles

Required Stickers, Licenses, and Permits in Prospect Heights

The City of Prospect Heights has sticker, license, and permit requirements for vehicles, pets, businesses, and construction
projects. Failure to follow these requirements may result in the issuance of tickets and fines.
If you have any questions regarding what stickers, licenses, and permits are required by the City of Prospect Heights, please
contact City Hall at 847-398-6070.

City of Prospect Heights Directory
MAYOR

Elected Officials • PHONE: 847-398-6070

Nicholas J. Helmer.... x231

CITY CLERK

CITY TREASURER

WARD 2 ALDERMAN

WARD 4 ALDERMAN

WARD 1 ALDERMAN

WARD 3 ALDERMAN

WARD 5 ALDERMAN

Rich Tibbits............... x221

Wendy Morgan-Adams.x220 Lora L Messer............ x233

Lawrence Rosenthal. x234
Scott Williamson....... x228

City Hall

8 N. Elmhurst Rd. • Prospect Heights, IL. 60070
Phone: 847-398-6070 • Fax: 847-392-4244
www.prospect-heights.il.us
Government Cable Channel 17
Business Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm

Police Department

14 E. Camp McDonald Rd. • Prospect Heights, IL. 60070
Station is open weekdays 7am - 3am, weekends 24 hours
Non-Emergency number during station hours: 847-398-5511
Dial 911 for emergencies and after regular hours.
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Pat Ludvigsen............ x229
Matt Dolick ............... x230

Public Works &
Engineering

401 Piper Lane
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
Phone: 847-398-6070
Fax: 847-459-0618

Chicago Executive
Airport Noise Hotline
Phone: 847-537-2580, option 7
Help reduce airport noise 24/7

