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It is the mission of the Natural Resources Commission to preserve, protect
and restore natural areas and raise awareness of environmental issues
affecting Prospect Heights lllinois.

The Prospect Heights Natural Resources commission will present the
current state of the planning for the restoration of the Prospect Heights
Slough. The plan draws heavily from the problems/issues as outlined in
the Hey report dated 11.02.2016 and the solutions proposed by the
PHNRC implementation plan dated 02.04.2016.

Both documents may be downloaded or viewed at our website
phnrc.com




Summary of the Hey Report

Main Problems:
1. Shoreline erosion

2.
3.
4.

High nutrient loads
Excessive native aquatic growth
Large goose population

5. Shallow water depth

6.

Invasive plant species

Recommended Solutions:

1.
. Re-vegetation of shorelines with native plants
. Reduction of goose populations

. Removal of invasives

. Community outreach and'education

. Detain, retain or filter incoming storm water

. Controlled burns or scheduled mowing
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Removal of turf grass at the shorelines




Slough — Problems: Shoreline erosion, nutrient overload, invasive aguatic growth, goose
population, invasive plant species, contaminated storm water runoff, low water levels.

Slough remove invasive
plants and turf grass and
plant 8 acres of vegetated
buffer strips. Plant native
aquatic plantings from
the shoreline out into the
water to enhance the
shorelines visual appeal
while providing habitat
and shading out other
aquatic plants.

Walton Park

Prospect Heights Natural Resources Commission
Slough Work Area -




Why are invasive plants bad and what role did they play in all this?

Invasive removal is the first step in restoration. While buckthorn is the most prolific and
destructive of the invasives, cattails, reed canary, garlic mustard, ragweed, honeysuckle,
teasel, Canadian thistle and several other species populate the slough.

1. Native plants have evolved over time into balanced ecosystems supporting a wide range
of life.

2. Invasive plants form monocultures, or large stands of only one species. This decreases
the biodiversity that all animals have come to depend on.

3. Instead of hundreds of different native plants and hundreds of species of insects and
animals there is one stand of buckthorn or acres of teasel or reed canary grass and a
limited amount of inhabitants.

4. Buckthorn eliminates any hope of native growth, making the ground as absorbent
as pavement and increasing runoff into the water.

5. Reed canary and cattails spread like wildfire creating large monocultures, decreasing
habitat for birds.




